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CHURCHES OF STURMINSTER NEWTON 
 

 

ST. MARY’S,  CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DB  

www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk 
Facebook:  St Mary’s Sturminster Newton 

 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER 
Hinton St. Mary 

Facebook: St Peter’s Hinton St Mary 
 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET  Lydlinch 
Facebook: St Thomas a Becket, Lydlinch 

 
Vicar: The Rev’d Philippa Sargent. 

The Vicarage, Church St . Sturminster Newton DT10 1DB 
01258 473905   philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

THE METHODIST CHURCH (inc. Broad Oak) 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

All enquiries, please contact:  Mrs Christine Lydford -Senior Steward  

lydrose1966@gmail.com   01258 473214 
      Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks -  rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk   

               01258 473315 

Rev’d Denise Binks - Minister in Charge - denise.binks@gmail.com 

01747 854631  
 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
The Row, Sturminster Newton - 01258 473928 

www.sturminsterchristianfellowship.org.uk 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Marnhull 

   Fr. Martin Budge - 01258 820388 
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com
mailto:rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk
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FROM THE VICAR - Rev’d Philippa Sargent 

It’s been a rum old few months!  Who would have imagined at the start of this 
year that we would find ourselves using the word “unprecedented” quite so often 
about something other than the weather?  And yet here we are in July, with a 
whole new vocabulary of astonishment and, sadly, fear. 

We have had to learn to be a community without physical presence.  We have 
rediscovered an appropriate level of respect for those who do jobs that have been 
overlooked so often in the past.  We have realised the latent potential to care and 
to help in so many of our friends, neighbours and, indeed, ourselves.  Everyone 
who has followed the rules has contributed to the well-being of everyone else 
around them. 

Our collective frustration has been vented from time to time: sometimes at our 
leaders and sometimes at those who struggle to demonstrate moderation or who 
behave thoughtlessly.  Fond initial hopes that this time might signal a turning of 
the tide in our treatment of each other and of our planet have been tempered by 
sad experience. 

Who knows what tomorrow brings?  That, if nothing else, is a lesson that we have 
all been learning.  And yet, those of us who profess the Christian faith have an as-
surance that we can share with our neighbours.  Indeed, as many of us will have 
heard in our worship on Trinity Sunday just a few weeks ago, sharing that assur-
ance is a central part of what it means to be a Christian. 

Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations 
… And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’     
From Matthew 28:18-20 

And the same God who promises us, in Jesus, to be with us always tells us too: 
“Do not be afraid”. 

As we, the Christian community of Sturminster Newton and the surrounding vil-
lages emerge from this extraordinary period in our world history, let us do so with 
confidence in the message that we are given to share.  God has been with us 
through this time.  He has nurtured and sustained us in our collective anxiety and 
grief.  He will continue to hold us in the palm of His hand. 

Until we meet again, may His every blessing uphold and keep you all. 

God bless, Philippa 
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Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms 

  

 3rd April  Heather Gill 

 6th  April Mary Rhodes 

 8th  April Betty Lane 

 17th April Mary Frizzle 

                       23rd April              Audrey Stratton 

          15th June             John King 

“May they rest in peace, and rise in glory” 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

During this period of lockdown, sadly all Baptisms and Weddings had to 
be postponed, including that of Toby Harrison which was announced as 
having taken place on 29th March.  We very much hope that it will soon 
be possible to hold Baptisms and Weddings again, but at the time of 
writing there is no clear way ahead on this. 

 

As this edition of ‘Voice of the Churches’ goes to print, every effort has 

been made to ensure that the information included is up to date.  

However, in the present climate, we cannot guarantee that substantial 

changes may not occur after printing.  We strongly suggest that you 

double check any information with individual church websites, Face-

book pages and other channels of communication.  Contact details for 

all of our local churches are available as usual on the back page of this 

edition.  
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STURMINSTER NEWTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP - Chris Dunton 

Is God’s Way Our Way? 

I guess most, if not all, who read this will want to live well and make the most of their 

time on this earth. All of us will have had to face problems, some great, some not so 

great, and we want to deal well with our difficulties. Have these ever made you ask: 

· Why has the Lord God let us share His creation and located us here? 

· Does what we have gone through, and what we have been experiencing recently, help us 

to deal with our present circumstances and prepare us for our future? 

Christians know that they should always put God first. Worship of Him, fellowship with 

Him through Christ and obedience to Him should be of first importance. Whatever we do 

for Him is our response to His call. It would be good if we could make positive use of our 

past experiences to help what we do now become the outworking of God’s present inten-

tions for us. 

The one thing we should not be doing is living like those who are lost and without hope – 

indulging in the ‘goings on’ of the world and immersed in the ‘busyness’ of life as if God did 

not exist. On the other hand, neither should we be expending our energies trying to keep 

ourselves untainted by ‘the world’ – although it is important that we are ‘in the world but 

not of it’ (John 17:16) 

How does God see our present priorities? 

One important clue can be found in the pattern of prayer that our Lord Jesus Christ 

taught His disciples. As recorded in Matthew 6:9-10, we are told, 'Pray then like this: “Our 

Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. …” The prayer is to be addressed to Almighty God, as our Father. 

There can be no doubting that its major ‘thrust’ is the advancement of God’s kingdom. 

There we see God’s priority! 

Accordingly, God’s challenge to us is how we respond to this question: Is the advance-

ment of His kingdom the deepest longing of our hearts and the consuming enthusiasm of 

our lives? When His people are increasingly submitted to the reign of God in their hearts, 

then ‘Your kingdom come’ becomes a reality. When His name is honoured and glorified in 

our lives and in the lives of those around us, then worthwhile progress is being made. 

How can we respond to this challenge after lockdown?  
 

May I offer two suggestions: Firstly, by growing personally 'in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ,' and secondly, by being His true witnesses. Let us not be afraid to 

live in a way that pleases God, and to share the Gospel message with anyone we meet 

who does not know Christ as Saviour and Lord. What better way can we spend the rest 

of our lives, making the most of the time left to us as we are preparing ourselves for eter-

nity? 
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Three cheers!   

  

The Union Jack has flown again from St Mary's tower 

flagpole!    

This was permitted to honour Her Majesty the Queen 

on her 2020 Birthday Parade on 13th June in the 

Quadrangle at Windsor Castle - a much scaled-down 

version of the normal parade on Horse Guards Parade 

in London. 
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News from Marnhull RC Church - Judith Bennett 

 

Over the last weeks we have been adapting to new ways of worship.  Fr 

Martin has been saying Mass daily at Our Lady’s, and those of his flock 

who are able have been following it on our computers or on television.  

Whilst this is not at all the same experience as being present and most 

importantly, receiving the sacrament, it does emphasise another element, 

our communion with the worldwide church, knowing that though we 

may be sitting alone before a screen, we are sharing with others around 

the world.   

 

A short poll at our Zoom coffee morning in June showed that our small 

group had shared with Plymouth, Salisbury, Toronto and Guildford. 

There is also a Zoom Rosary prayer session on Fridays at 6pm. 
 

The newsletter continues to appear on the parish website each week, 

and includes a message from Fr Martin. It also will have up-to-date details 

of the plans for opening Our Lady’s and St Benedict’s for short periods, 

and the resumption of Masses. 

  

 

Prayer is central to our work as Mothers’ Union and each day, at mid-

day, members all over the world pause to pray.   The Wave of Prayer is 

a continuous expression of our commitment in prayer to each other - it 

runs throughout the year and encompasses all the places in which we 

are represented.   This means that as some members rest in one part of 

the world, others are awake and lifting Mothers’ Union up in prayer, 

every minute of the day. 
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Sturminster Newton Methodist Church 

ZOOM CHURCH 

We are sorry that we have had to close our church building 

during the Covid-19 crisis but the church continues to meet 

online. We have created a Zoom Church with live music, open 

prayer, dramatised readings and a conversational sermon. You 

are very welcome to join us. We also offer a couple of Bible 

Studies. 

Sunday Morning Worship 10am for 10.30am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5.30pm for 6pm   

Monday Afternoon Bible Study    2.15pm for 2.30pm  
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study   2pm for 2.15pm 

You are very welcome to join us - please contact Rev’d Denise 

Binks - denise.binks@gmail.com   01747 854631 

FAMILY PACKS 

Deacon Rebekah-Joy is putting together an activity pack 

for families each week. If you would like to receive them, 

please contact her on 01258 473315 or 

 rebekahjoy.spinks@methodist.org.uk 

 

PRAYER PHONE 

We would very much like to pray for you and with 

you, especially during these difficult times.  

Please contact either Denise or Rebekah-Joy 
 or text us on 07376 648272. 
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DEADLINE DIANA 

The DEADLINE for the SEPTEMBER 2020 issue is 

10am SATURDAY 15th AUGUST 2020. 

Any copy received after this time will NOT be published.  Earlier submissions are always 

welcomed please, and very much appreciated.  Thank you. 

 

 

Editor - Voice of the Churches 

Diana J Lewis. Pentridge, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DJ 

01258 472704 (Answerphone)    pentridge@btinternet.com 

Distribution - Michael Pearce - 01258 475462 

pearce978@btinternet.com 
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Church Services 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

The Rev’d Philippa Sargent  01258 473905.  philippa.sargent@me.com 

Daily exc. Sunday 9am MORNING OFFICE 

1st Sunday 11am HOLY COMMUNION 

2nd and 4th 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION 

3rd Sunday 11am HOLY COMMUNION 

Every Sunday 6pm EVENSONG 

Each Wednesday 10am HOLY COMMUNION 

Each Wednesday 11am SILENT INTERCESSARY PRAYER 

Daily exc. Sunday 5.30pm EVENING OFFICE 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER, Hinton St. Mary 

Thursdays 4pm EVENING PRAYER 

1st Sunday 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION (traditional) 

2nd Sunday 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE (non-Eucharist) 

3rd & 4th Sunday 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION (modern) 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET, Lydlinch 

Tuesdays 4pm EVENING PRAYER 

2nd & 4th Sundays 11am HOLY COMMUNION 

3rd Sunday 6.30pm EVENSONG 
 

METHODIST CHURCH, Church Street, SN. DT10 1DB 

Minister - Rev’d D Binks. 01747 854631.  denise.binks@gmail.com 

Sunday Service  10.30am 

2nd Tuesday 7pm PRAISE IN THE VALE 

Thursday 10.30am PRAYER GROUP 

Ecumenical Bible Study - alternate Tuesdays at 2.15pm 

THE METHODIST CHURCH, Broad Oak 

2nd Sunday 3pm WORSHIP  

Wednesdays 2pm PRAYER MEETING 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, The Row, SN 

Sunday 10.30am MORNING WORSHIP 

 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY, Marnhull 

Fr Martin Budge.  01258 820388 

Sunday 9.30am MASS at OLD MILL LANE 

  11am MASS at GILLINGHAM 

 6pm MASS at OLD MILL LANE  

If you would like any of the Clergy to call for any reason, particularly in case of illness or  

infirmity, please contact them as above 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com

