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CHURCHES OF STURMINSTER NEWTON 
 

 

ST. MARY’S,  CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DB  

www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk 
Facebook:  St Mary’s Sturminster Newton 

 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER 
Hinton St. Mary 

Facebook: St Peter’s Hinton St Mary 
 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET  Lydlinch 
Facebook: St Thomas a Becket, Lydlinch 

 
Vicar: The Rev’d Philippa Sargent. 

The Vicarage, Church St . Sturminster Newton DT10 1DB 
01258 473905   philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

THE METHODIST CHURCH (inc. Broad Oak) 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

All enquiries, please contact:  Mrs Christine Lydford -Senior Steward  

lydrose1966@gmail.com   01258 473214 
      Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks -  rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk   

               01258 473315 

Rev’d Denise Binks - Minister in Charge - denise.binks@gmail.com 

01747 854631  
 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
The Row, Sturminster Newton - 01258 473928 

www.sturminsterchristianfellowship.org.uk 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Marnhull 

   Fr. Martin Budge - 01258 820388 
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 

 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com
mailto:rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk
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STURMINSTER  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP - Chris Dunton 

What is your life?  We have the good fortune to live half way up one of Dorset’s lime-

stone ridges. From there we can look out over the Blackmore Vale towards Shaftesbury. 

At this time of year, until the Autumn ‘weather’ arrives, the ‘season of mists and mellow 

fruitfulness’ can be a special time of early morning beauty in which we can thank our Lord 

for the wonders of His creation. The Apostle James has mist in mind, but a different in-

tent, when he asks his rhetorical question: ‘What is your life?’ He goes on to observe ‘You 

are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes’ (James 4 v14). 
 

How many times have we heard similar observations about life’s brevity and death’s cer-

tainty made during funeral services – hopefully with judgement’s certainty and faith’s op-

portunity emphasised also?  We live in a society that is fascinated by good health and good 

diet – probably because it has no answer to the problem of death and dying.  Our society 

values wealth and celebrity and is increasingly unequal leaving many either ‘left out’ or left 

feeling worthless. One of the positive outcomes of this pandemic is the number of people 

who, forced into a situation in which they realise either their loved one’s or their own 

frailty, have found themselves asking James’ question - ‘What is your life?’.  Unless some-

one has the good fortune to have a Christian friend then our predominantly secular cul-

ture will be offering all these people some pretty dumb answers to a very real question.  
 

Our Bibles are full of good news for all those wanting an answer to James’ question or 

who just feel ‘left out’. Our Bibles tell all and sundry that men and women are the pinnacle 

of God’s creation. God has made mankind in His image and we are precious in His sight, 

possessing a dignity beyond that of angels. Yet human lives are spoiled by a sinful nature 

which is why people feel as they do. This explains why people treat others badly and find 

themselves treated badly by others. But the good news is the same God who made us has 

also done something for us through Jesus Christ and has sent this Jesus to put the ‘broken 

pieces’ back together again. 
 

Now many people really do try to make things better. They may distance themselves from 

situations they know to be harmful. They can try to get back on terms with those whom 

they have hurt or who might have hurt them. This will help, but what they really need to 

do is look up! They may have no idea how to get in touch with God – they might have 

tried to get in touch before but without anything happening – but there is no need to 

worry about that because God has already solved their problem. He has reached down to 

them through Jesus. Jesus comes to seek people out. He does this through His people – 

His church. Jesus has already born the punishment they deserve and ‘wiped the slate 

clean’, erasing their guilt and offering total forgiveness. Jesus is able to give them a new 

family (His church) and a new future (an eternal future) – in short, a new life! 
 

What we can offer people outside the Christian community of saints and what we should 

already have for ourselves, is this very precious ‘new life’. What is your life? Yes! Without 

doubt it is passing – but our lives have been purchased by Jesus Christ. Our new lives are 

forever changed by the indwelling Holy Spirit (our guarantee of belonging) who makes our 

lives powerful for Christ. A life lived for good is a life lived for the glory of God. We have 

one life:  soon it will be over:   but what we do when we reach out for Jesus – indeed  

everything we do for Jesus - will last. 



4 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Funeral 

           6th October—Tony Bonnell 

      

                     “  May he rest in peace and rise in glory “ 

        

 

As this issue of ‘Voice of the Churches’ goes to print,  

every effort has been made to ensure that the information 

included is up to date.   

However, in the present climate, we cannot guarantee  

that substantial changes may not occur after printing.   

We strongly suggest that you double-check any  

information with individual church websites, Facebook 

pages and other channels of communication.   

Contact details for all of our local churches are available 

on  page two of this issue.      

PLEASE SEE THE BACK PAGE FOR 

THE UP-TO-DATE LIST OF SERVICES  
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From Our Lady’s Church Marnhull - Judith Bennett 

 

Our restricted Mass “timetable” is shown on the last page.  It’s difficult to see how we 

can expand on this, although Fr Martin continues to say Mass daily, but alone in Our  

Lady’s.     

 

Throughout October we have been able to take part in a number of nationwide events, 

from a distance or online.  The Bishop of Plymouth hosted a seminar on the Pope's  

Message for the World Day of the Poor and what the new Encyclical 'Fratelli Tutti' has to 

teach us about social action in a post-Covid world – and much else. 

 

October is traditionally the month dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary. Nations around 

the world hosted their great Rosary Crusades in a great union of prayer.  Once again 

Catholics across England, Wales, Scotland and the Isles were invited to take up their  

rosaries for an intensive Rosary Whirlwind Mission for the spiritual well-being of the 

British Isles and for its preservation from degeneration, disaster, sickness and war.  

 

This is a form of spirituality which seems alien to many outside the Catholic Church, and 

the short course “Let it be done” which a group of us are following is a very valuable tool 

in explaining this devotion, showing Mary as the first disciple and her role as the Mother 

of our Saviour. 

 

Something quite different:  “The Gift of Many Years”.  Our bishops are looking into the 

role of older persons in the Church, and are asking us to complete an online survey as 

the starting point of their investigation into a better way of serving older persons. 
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Sturminster Newton Methodist Church 

 

ZOOM CHURCH    

 

 

We are sorry that we have had to close our church building during the Covid-19 

crisis but the church continues to meet online.  

We have created a Zoom Church with live music, open prayer, dramatised  

readings and a conversational sermon. You are very welcome to join us.  

We also offer a choice of online Bible Studies. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship    10.30am 

Sunday Evening Worship     6pm    

Tuesday Bible Study (Exodus)     2pm for 2.15pm 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study    7.15pm for 7.30pm 

Cell Groups meet during the week either physically or via Zoom 

 

You are very welcome to join us - please contact Revd Denise Binks  

denise.binks@gmail.com      01747 854631 for log on details.  

 

 

PRAYER 

We would very much like to pray for you and with you – especially during these difficult 

times.  

   Please contact Denise (see above) 
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Our Mothers’ Union group met twice in our leader’s garden this Summer.  It was lovely to 

get together again and enjoy a cup of tea.  Now of course it is too cold to sit outside but 

there is still the telephone to keep in touch!   

We are planning this year’s Angel Tree whereby we buy, wrap and send Christmas pre-

sents to the children and grandchildren of prisoners in Guys Marsh.  We organise this in 

co-operation with the Prison Fellowship and the chaplaincy at the prison.  It is funded by 

kind donations and the gift is sent as if from the parent or grandparent in prison, along 

with a message they have written to the child.  

Brenda Stables 
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If you would like any of the Clergy to call for any reason,  

particularly in case of illness or infirmity, please contact them. 

See page two. 

 

 

 

 

DEADLINE DIANA 

The DEADLINE for the DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021  issue 

is 10am SUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2020. 

PLEASE NOTE THE DOUBLE ISSUE ! 

Any copy received after this time will NOT be published.   

Earlier submissions are always welcomed please, and very much  

appreciated.  Thank you. 

 

Editor - Voice of the Churches 

Diana J Lewis. Pentridge, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DJ 

01258 472704 (Answerphone)    pentridge@btinternet.com 

Distribution - Michael Pearce - 01258 475462 

pearce978@btinternet.com 
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Church Services 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

The Rev’d Philippa Sargent  01258 473905.  philippa.sargent@me.com 

Benefice Services 

 Every Wednesday   Compline updated on the St Mary’s website 

 Every Sunday   Morning Prayer updated on the St Mary’s website 

 5th Sunday                       Benefice Holy Communion – venue and times vary 

ST MARY’S,  Sturminster Newton 

 1st and 3rd Wednesdays  5pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 1st Sunday   11am  Said Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   11am  Sung Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. PETER, Hinton St. Mary 

 1st Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Holy Communion 

ST. THOMAS à BECKET, Lydlinch 

 1st Sunday   No service 

 2nd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 3rd Sunday   6.30pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 4th Sunday   11am  Morning Prayer 

 
Special Services in the Sturminster Newton Benefice for November 

 
     Sunday 8th November 10.45am Act of Remembrance at St Mary’s – booked seats only 

   10.45am Act of Remembrance at St Peter’s – booked seats only 

   10.50am Act of Remembrance at St Thomas à Becket – booked seats only 

   Online service available all week 

      Sunday 29th November 11am Holy Communion for Advent Sunday at St Mary’s 

METHODIST CHURCH, Church Street, SN. DT10 1DB      Please see page 9 for full details.    

METHODIST CHURCH, Broad Oak   NO services at the present time but you are welcome to join 

in Zoom worship and Bible Study in Sturminster Newton.     See page 9 for full details. 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, The Row, SN 

     10.30am  on Fridays  -  ‘Drop-in’ prayer/share/Bible study etc  

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY, Marnhull 

     Sunday 9.30am  Mass at Our Lady's, and Thursday 9.30am 
  
  Sunday 11am St Benedict's, Gillingham and Wednesday 10am 

 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com

