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CHURCHES OF STURMINSTER NEWTON 
 

 

ST. MARY’S,  CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DB  

www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk 
Facebook:  St Mary’s Sturminster Newton 

 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER 
Hinton St. Mary 

Facebook: St Peter’s Hinton St Mary 
 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET  Lydlinch 
Facebook: St Thomas a Becket, Lydlinch 

 
Vicar: The Rev’d Philippa Sargent. 

The Vicarage, Church St . Sturminster Newton DT10 1DB 
01258 473905   philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

THE METHODIST CHURCH (inc. Broad Oak) 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

All enquiries, please contact:  Mrs Christine Lydford -Senior Steward  

lydrose1966@gmail.com   01258 473214 
      Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks -  rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk   

               01258 473315 

Rev’d Denise Binks - Minister in Charge - denise.binks@gmail.com 

01747 854631  
 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
The Row, Sturminster Newton - 01258 473928 

www.sturminsterchristianfellowship.org.uk 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Marnhull 

   Fr. Martin Budge - 01258 820388 
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com
mailto:rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk
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FROM THE VICAR - Rev’d Philippa Sargent 

It’s been a long, hard year for us all.  The churches have struggled as much as any organisa-

tion to keep up with the restrictions and requirements of these strange days.  It seems 

almost incredible that a little over one year ago, we were just starting to get to grips with 

what it meant to shut ourselves away from each other in order to try to reduce the 

spread of a disease that has taken more lives than we could possibly have imagined when 

this began.  We do all hope that we’ve done our best – but, of course, only God knows 

how much more we might have done and how much what we have done has really 

reached our congregations and wider community. 

 

With the recent announcements about the Government’s “Roadmap” towards returning 

to a more normal way of life, we all now have a chance to stop and take stock of how far 

we have come.  Perhaps we can also begin to see a glimpse of what life and community 

and worship might look like in the future.  Will we just go back to the way things were 

before?  Or will some of the changes that we have made become part of our lives of faith 

for the foreseeable future?  In many ways, I hope that answer to the second question is 

“Yes”.  We have all become just that little more attuned to each other’s anxieties and 

concerns.  We have had to come out of our comfort zones and try new things: online 

worship, Zoom fellowship.  And we have also gone back to some of the things that we 

perhaps had been neglecting: telephoning each other, writing letters (both in e-mail form 

and on good old paper).  But most of all, I hope that this last year has taught and reminded 

us of those words that John Donne so wisely wrote: 
 

“No man is an island, entire of itself.  Every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the 

main.  If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less.  As well as if a promontory 

were.  As well as if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were: any man's death dimin-

ishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know for whom 

the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” 
  

Let us thank God that we are still here.  Let us give thanks for all those who have worked 

tirelessly for our welfare through dark days.  Let us continue to ask for His goodness and 

mercy to those who struggle to keep their lives together, their businesses afloat, their 

families in health.  And let us remember before Him those we have lost during this last 

year. 

God bless.      Philippa -The Vicar 
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We hope to have held our Church Council on 19th March on Zoom, when we may 

have a result as to when we can re-open our Church premises for Sunday Services and 

other activities. We will contact our congregation and notify the other churches when 

the decision has been made. 

                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                   Christine Lydford 

(Senior Steward) 

 

 

From the Parish Registers 

Funerals          

           25 February           Jamie Woods 

           11 March           Kevin Stokes 

  

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 
 

 

As this edition of Voice of the Churches goes to print, every effort 
has been made to ensure that the information included is up to 
date.  However, in the present climate, we cannot guarantee that 
substantial changes may not occur after printing.  We strongly 
suggest that you double check any information with individual 
church websites, Facebook pages and other channels of commu-
nication.  Contact details for all of our local churches are available  
on page two of this issue. 
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The seven days between International Women’s Day and Mothering 

Sunday were marked by uniting in prayer to lift up women and girls 

around the world.  We reflected on the role of Mothers and care givers 

in creating the bonds that help build healthy communities.  
 

People in care-giving roles all around the world need support to help 

their children flourish, and annually Mothers’ Union runs a “Make a 

Mother’s Day Campaign” which raises funds for needy families. Some of 

the projects supported by this fund-raising are community savings 

groups and parenting classes.  
 

Our Mothers’ Union branch, like all of us, are looking forward to the 

day when we can meet up again! 

 

Brenda Stables 
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From Our Lady’s Church, Marnhull - Judith Bennett 

 

Holy Week actually starts in March this year, but I am confident this April issue of the 

Voice of the Churches will be published on the St Mary’s Church website 

(www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk) in good time for you to view our service sched-

ule for this most important week of the Church’s year.   
 

We look forward to welcoming you to our Easter services, but social distancing restricts 

the number who can join church services. Consequently we must take bookings for the 

Easter Triduum services this year. 

Maundy Thursday – 1st April – 6pm.  Mass of the Lord’s Supper, at St Benedict’s, Gillingham. 

Good Friday – 2nd April – 11am.  Stations of the Cross at Our Lady’s, Marnhull. 

Good Friday – 2nd April -  3pm.  The Passion of the Lord at St Benedict’s, Gillingham. 

Easter Vigil – 3rd April – 8pm.  The Easter Vigil Mass at St Benedict’s, Gillingham. 

Easter Sunday – 4th April – 9.30am.  Easter Sunday Mass of the Resurrection at Our Lady’s, 

         Marnhull. 

Easter Sunday – 4th April – 11am.  Easter Sunday Mass of the Resurrection at St Benedict’s, 

         Gillingham.                                                                                                                  
 

Please email your request as soon as possible to:  

Steve Carrivick at carrivick79@gmail.com or Tony Moore mandtmoore@btinternet.com 

giving the following details:- 

your name, contact telephone number, services you wish to attend, total number in your 

group/bubble for each day. 

We will email confirmation to you.  

If you are unable to email, please telephone Steve Carrivick on 07887 988123. 

 

We wish you all a joyous Eastertide 

 

 

 

mailto:carrivick79@gmail.com
mailto:mandtmoore@btinternet.com
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STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

 

` 

Sturminster Christian Fellowship is praying that, as Covid-19 regulations are relaxed, we 

will be able to re-open for prayer, teaching and fellowship on Friday mornings in the 

near future. Operating as a ‘café-church’ during last Summer and Autumn, we were 

blessed by some special, socially-distanced times together. However far they may have 

reduced from their recent peak, we remain aware of the stubbornly ‘highish’ local  

Covid-19 transmission risk. Taken together with the small capacity of our building, and 

current regulations for churches and hospitality venues, we are led to believe it right that 

the Chapel remains closed for the present. 

 

We look forward to being able to resume public worship before too long, but remain 

unable to set a date when this will be at the time this Voice of the Churches issue goes to 

print. We pray that we will be able to do this before the Summer. 

 
We were able to bury our late and dear Brother Michael Peevor on 17th February  and 

thank our Sister in Christ, Rev’d Philippa Sargent, for her sensitive leading of this sad but 

uplifting occasion. Michael’s graceful acceptance of his illness remains both a witness and 

an encouragement to us all.  

Please continue to pray for Vera and also for Sharon and Andrew. 

 
Despite lockdowns, our fellowship remains active, and ‘open’ for the Lord’s ‘business’, to 

all enquirers and to those who seek true fellowship in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Our ministry of the word has continued since last March despite current  

Covid-19 regulations.  

 

We are currently thinking about Jesus’ 40-day journey to Jerusalem. Copies of this are 

available by e-mail to any who might seek to be helped by them. Our spiritual priorities 

are best illustrated by our 2021 motto text: ‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’  

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer’ (Acts 2 v42). 

 

Please direct enquiries to Chris Dunton in the first instance - via 07967 125199  

or chris@duntons.net 
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Editor - Voice of the Churches 

Diana J Lewis. Pentridge, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DJ 

01258 472704 (Answerphone)    pentridge@btinternet.com 

Distribution -  Michael Pearce - 01258 475462   

  pearce978@btinternet.com 

 

DEADLINE DIANA    

The DEADLINE for the MAY 2021issue is  

10am THURSDAY 15th APRIL 2021.   

Any copy received after this time will NOT be published. Earlier submissions are always 

welcomed please, and very much appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who continues to send me articles for inclusion in each 

Voice of the Churches especially in the current circumstances.  Well done! 

 

 

Is your garden getting on top of you?    Are the weeds out of control?   

Let me step in with the TLC it deserves.  I am a local lady gardener with over 30 

years experience and knowledge to look after all aspects of your garden.   

If you need regular maintenance work or simply a “one off” tidy up, please call 

me on 07717 177695.  I’m Jo Gray and  here to help! 
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Church Services 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

The Rev’d Philippa Sargent  01258 473905.  philippa.sargent@me.com 

Benefice Services 

 Every Wednesday   Compline updated on the St Mary’s website 

 Every Sunday   Morning Prayer updated on the St Mary’s website 

 5th Sunday                       Benefice Holy Communion – venue and times vary 

ST MARY’S,  Sturminster Newton 

 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 5pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 1st Sunday   11am  Said Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   11am  Sung Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. PETER, Hinton St. Mary 

 1st Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Holy Communion 

ST. THOMAS à BECKET, Lydlinch 

 1st Sunday   No service 

 2nd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 3rd Sunday   6.30pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 4th Sunday   11am  Morning Prayer 

 

METHODIST CHURCH, Church Street, SN. DT10 1DB          

METHODIST CHURCH, Broad Oak    

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, The Row, SN 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY, Marnhull 

 During lockdown:    Private prayer.    Marnhull Our Lady's Thursday 9.30am-10-30am, Confession 

   Gillingham St Benedict  Wednesday and Friday 10am-11am.  Saturday 11am-Noon. 

 If lockdown is lifted:     Sunday 9.30am  Mass at Our Lady’s, and Thursday 9.30am. 

        Sunday 11am  St Benedict’s, Gillingham and Wednesday at 10am. 

  

  

Please consult the websites for up-to-date information 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com

