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CHURCHES OF STURMINSTER NEWTON 
 

 

ST. MARY’S,  CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DB  

www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk 
Facebook:  St Mary’s Sturminster Newton 

 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER 
Hinton St. Mary 

Facebook: St Peter’s Hinton St Mary 
 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET  Lydlinch 
Facebook: St Thomas a Becket, Lydlinch 

 
Vicar: The Rev’d Philippa Sargent. 

The Vicarage, Church St . Sturminster Newton DT10 1DB 
01258 473905   philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

THE METHODIST CHURCH (inc. Broad Oak) 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

All enquiries, please contact:  Mrs Christine Lydford -Senior Steward  

lydrose1966@gmail.com   01258 473214 
      Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks -  rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk   

               01258 473315 

Rev’d Denise Binks - Minister in Charge - denise.binks@gmail.com 

01747 854631  
 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
The Row, Sturminster Newton - 01258 473928 

www.sturminsterchristianfellowship.org.uk 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Marnhull 

   Fr. Martin Budge - 01258 820388 
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com
mailto:rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk
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STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP - Vera Peevor 
 
HOPE 
 

What do you hope for? 
 

A new Government promotional video tells us, 'Every vaccination gives us hope.' Most of 
us hope that we will one day get to the other side of Covid and we won't have to wear 
masks for the rest of our life! 
 

We may also have personal hopes, for ourselves or for our families. It is a word we fre-
quently use, to refer to anything from the weather to world events. 
 

But what does hope mean? The dictionary says that it is a feeling of expectation or desire 
for a particular thing to happen, or 'wanting something to happen or be the case'. 
 

It is one of those words that has changed its meaning over time. Originally, it meant 'a 
feeling of trust or a confident expectation....' and this is the meaning the Bible gives to the 
word hope. In the New Testament, the word hope comes from the Greek word elpis, 

which means expectation, trust and confidence. This gives it a much stronger meaning than 
its common use today and we can therefore say, 'Jesus is our hope' or 'Our hope is in the 
Lord'. 
 

The apostle Peter tells us that God has 'given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’(1 Peter 1:3). We have this assured hope be-

cause Jesus's resurrection is based on fact, not wishful thinking. Biblical hope, therefore, is 
not a hope-so but a know-so. It isn't wishing for the best or waiting to see what happens 
but is based on solid, concrete evidence backed up by God's faithfulness. It is hope in a 

Person rather than in a set of circumstances.  
 

If the pandemic has taught us anything, it has shown us that we are not in control as we 

thought we were. We are thankful for Scientists who have developed vaccines and are 
working on drugs, but science does not have all the answers for this life and certainly not 
for the next one. Having just faced the death of a loved one, I need to put my hope and 

confidence in the One who has all the answers to life and death, none other than God 
Himself.  
 

In the book of Hebrews we read, 'Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.’ (11:1). Here, the two words 'assurance' and 'evidence' are linked to 
faith. But it is important to put our faith in the right person, in the 'living God, who is the 
Saviour of all people, and especially of those who believe.’ (1 Timothy 4:10). Jesus Christ is 

our only sure hope. He is the only one who has defeated death and offers the gift of eter-
nal life.  
 

Believers in Jesus have the most reason of any to be filled with hope. We 'wait for our 
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.' (Titus 
2:13) and we are reminded that, 'The God of hope (will) fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.’ (Romans 
15:13).  
 

In what do you hope? 
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From the Parish Registers 

Funerals         

       28th April  Albert “Knocker” Loveridge 

       12th May  Jennifer Hewitson 

      ‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

     

 

As this issue of Voice of the Churches goes to ‘print’ every effort 
has been made to ensure that the information included is up to 
date.  However, in the present climate, we cannot guarantee that 
substantial changes may not occur after printing.  We strongly 
suggest that you double check any information with individual 
church websites, Facebook pages and other channels of commu-
nication.  Contact details for all of our local churches are available  
on the inside front page of this issue. 

St Mary’s ‘Memorial Maintenance.’  

Could you help keep St Mary’s churchyard looking tidy?  
 

The Fabric team are looking for some watchful eyes and busy fingers to help 

them keep the tombs and graves in St Mary’s churchyard looking spick and 

span. All we ask is that you ‘adopt’ a tomb (or possibly a small patch of 

tombs), keep it/them free of weeds and Ivy and let the team know if you 

have any concerns about them structurally. You would only need to do this 

perhaps quarterly. If you think you might be able to help, please contact 

Jocelyn on 01258 474654.  
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Sturminster Newton Methodist Church 

 

ZOOM CHURCH    

We are sorry that we have had to close our church building during the Covid-19 crisis but 

the church continues to meet online. We have created a Zoom Church with live music, 

open prayer, dramatized readings and a conversational sermon. You are very welcome to 

join us. We also offer a choice of online Bible Studies. 

Sunday Morning Worship        10am for 10.30am 

Sunday Evening Worship    5.30pm for 6pm  

Monday Afternoon Bible Study    2.15pm for 2.30pm  

Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study    2pm for 2.15pm 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study   7.15pm for 7.30pm 

Thursday Prayer Meeting    10.30am 

Friday Cell Group *     2.15pm for 2.30pm  

 

*We hope to meet in a garden if weather permits during the Summer. 

You are very welcome to join us!  

Please contact Rev’d Denise Binks denise.binks@gmail.com 01747 854631 

for log on details.  

 

Deacon Rebekah – Joy Spinks 

 

We are delighted to say that Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks will be ordained on Saturday19th 

June 2021 at Trinity Methodist Church, East Grinstead at 3pm.  

Attendance will be limited due to Covid restrictions to close family and friends. We pray a 

blessing upon her at this very special moment in her journey with God and for her ministry 

with us.  
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Our Lady’s Church Marnhull - Judith Bennett 

 
We are now looking forward to that light at the end of the tunnel, when we shall once 
more be able celebrate Mass in its fullness, to sing hymns, and to meet one another in per-

son at church.  
 
Much has been said in the secular press about a “new normal”.  This vague term applies to 

the Church too, in that we now have an opportunity  to reflect not only on what we have 
learnt from our lockdown experiences but also to consider seriously how we want our 
parish life to be in an age with a serious shortage of priests.  There is much scope for work 

and prayer here.  It is great to report that in June, Albert Lawes will be ordained to the 
priesthood at Plymouth Cathedral.   
 
May has always been a month dedicated to Our Lady, and this year the Pope launched a 

marathon of prayer, based on the Walsingham shrine, asking her intercession for Covid 
victims.  Here in Marnhull the children of our parish school held a procession in honour of 
Mary the Mother of God.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Every year Ascension Day to Pentecost is a time of ecumenical prayer. This year it is en-

couraging us all to pray daily particularly for at least of five nominated friends or relatives 
to bring them closer to Jesus. 
 

Cafod, the Church’s charitable arm, in addition to its own appeal, is asking our government 
to send substantial vaccine help to India, and the parish continues to support  
“Let the Children live!” in Colombia. 

 
Our Bible Study course is nearly finished, and a new venture “Belong and Believe” will 
begin shortly.  This filmed course is a timely resource drawing on the immense wisdom 
and inspiration of our Celtic spiritual heritage helping us to find renewed faith and vision 

together. 
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Editor - Voice of the Churches 

Diana J Lewis. Pentridge, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DJ 

01258 472704 (Answerphone)    pentridge@btinternet.com 

Distribution -  Michael Pearce - 01258 475462   

  pearce978@btinternet.com 

 

DEADLINE DIANA    

The DEADLINE for the JULY/AUGUST 2021 issue is  

10am TUESDAY 15th JUNE 2021.   

Any copy received after this time will NOT be published. Earlier submissions are always 

welcomed please, and very much appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

The cover picture is of East Knoyle Windmill in South Wiltshire a few miles from Shaftesbury in 

North Dorset.  

 

Raising funds for St Mary’s.   

Do you have any old and unneeded garden tools lurking in your 

shed?  Would you like to make space for more and raise some 

money for St Mary’s while you’re about it?  

Fiona and Andy Norman will be running a garden tool stall at 

the Plant Fair in the Railway Gardens on 26th June and would 

welcome donations.   

If you can help (by donating tools or helping to run the stall on 

the day), please contact Fiona on 01258 472693.      

PLEASE NOTE THE AMENDMENTS TO  

SERVICES ON THE BACK COVER.   
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Church Services 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

The Rev’d Philippa Sargent  01258 473905.  philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

Benefice Services 

 Every Wednesday   Compline updated on the St Mary’s website 

 Every Sunday   Morning Prayer updated on the St Mary’s website 

 5th Sunday                       Benefice Holy Communion – venue and times vary 

 

ST MARY’S,  Sturminster Newton 

 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 5pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 10am  BCP Holy Communion 

 1st Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. PETER, Hinton St. Mary 

 1st Sunday   9.30am  BCP Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   9.30am  Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. THOMAS à BECKET, Lydlinch 

 1st Sunday   No service 

 2nd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 3rd Sunday   6.30pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 4th Sunday   11am  Holy Communion  

 

METHODIST CHURCH, Church Street, SN. DT10 1DB          

METHODIST CHURCH, Broad Oak    

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, The Row, SN 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY, Marnhull 

 Sunday 9.30am and Thursday 9.30am 

  St Benedict’s Church,  Gillingham  - Sunday 11am and Wednesday 10am 

 

 

  

Please consult the websites for up-to-date information 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com

