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CHURCHES OF STURMINSTER NEWTON 
 

 

ST. MARY’S,  CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DB  

www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk 
Facebook:  St Mary’s Sturminster Newton 

 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER 
Hinton St. Mary 

Facebook: St Peter’s Hinton St Mary 
 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET  Lydlinch 
Facebook: St Thomas a Becket, Lydlinch 

 
Vicar: The Rev’d Philippa Sargent. 

The Vicarage, Church St . Sturminster Newton DT10 1DB 
01258 473905   philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

THE METHODIST CHURCH (inc. Broad Oak) 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

All enquiries, please contact:  Mrs Christine Lydford -Senior Steward  

lydrose1966@gmail.com   01258 473214 
      Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks -  rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk   

               01258 473315 

Rev’d Denise Binks - Minister in Charge - denise.binks@gmail.com 

01747 854631  
 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
The Row, Sturminster Newton - 01258 473928 

www.sturminsterchristianfellowship.org.uk 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Marnhull 

Fr Francis Straw OSB     
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com
mailto:rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk
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ROMAN CATHOLICS - Deacon Michael Turnbull, Our Lady’s Church  

R.C. Chaplain, HMP Guys Marsh 
 

The prisoner sitting across from me looked pensive.  I could see the worry in his expres-

sion. “I don’t want to go back to Bristol.  I know if I go back, I will only get drawn back 

into trouble.  I don’t want to end up back here. I want to have a NEW BEGINNING!”  As 

a Prison Chaplain, this is one of a not unusual conversation with me with people who are 

contemplating a new start in life, giving a real chance to alter one’s behaviour and expecta-

tions from life. 

Many of us coming out of the various restrictions put in place since the lockdowns, are 

also in the position of wanting new beginnings. This may be because of a change of job, 

having been laid off; having returned to the workplace after months of furlough. Many 

work places have realised the positive benefits of some of the new practices resulting from 

the pandemic. Often, the thoughts of change in our lives, runs alongside the dread of 

something new. “I’m too old to learn new ways, or new skills.” That intrinsic fear of 

change has resulted in many people accepting situations they are not completely happy 

with, because they are afraid to change. 

As we move through the year from Summer to Autumn we see that idea of New Begin-

nings appearing in many aspects of our lives. In another part of this publication, the retire-

ment of Fr Martin Budge is shared with us. After nearly 20 years as Parish Priest at Our 

Lady’s Catholic Church in Marnhull and St Benedict’s Catholic Church in Gillingham has 

produced many “new beginnings’ as he has moved to the Cathedral in Plymouth, to be 

replaced by Fr Francis Straw, a monk from the Benedictine community of Buckfast Abbey. 

We welcome him into our churches and our communities, conscious of the changes which 

may result in our lives.  

It is not only our Catholic Churches which look forward to New Beginnings locally.  The 

Methodist Churches in Gillingham and Marnhull have welcomed a new Minister, Lyn Fran-

cis. She joins our communities with her husband, and we look forward to working with 

her in our “Churches Together” initiatives.  

Next door to Our Lady’s Church, our small Catholic Primary school is also celebrating 

new beginnings, as new pupils arrive, and the Year 5 pupils also have moved on to new 

schools around the area, in Sturminster Newton, Shaftesbury and Gillingham.  St Mary’s 

School also welcomes a new Head Teacher, Sharon Betts, and we welcome her into our 

community, and we can assure her of her support as the changes of a new beginning come 

into the lives of our children.  

Let us offer our prayers for a new beginning in all those facing the fears and challenges at 

this time:- 

Please see next page ….. 
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Lord, you make all things new, the Creator who is continually nurturing, 

renewing, and developing every aspect of our remarkable universe. 

 

Lord, you make all things new. I rest in your creative arms, I dwell in the 

hope of this renewal, I hope in the strength of your mighty hand. 

 

Lord, you make all things new. Take all I am, all I care for, and all I love 

into your gentle arms. Come to touch and heal, mend and restore, release 

and minister. Amen. 

 

From the Parish Registers 

Funerals, Wedding and Baptism 

Baptism  19th September  Tyler-Dean East 

             “Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father” 

 

Weddings  16th September  Tony Varney and Linda Nunn 

            23rd October              Lewis Dutch and Emily Deuters 

      “Those whom God has joined together, let no one put asunder” 

 

Funerals    25th August   Joan Frizzle 

 8th October             Molly McMahon 

                  “May they rest in peace and rise in glory” 

 

As this issue of Voice of the Churches goes to ‘print’ every effort 
has been made to ensure that the information included is up to 
date.  However, in the present climate, we cannot guarantee that 
substantial changes may not occur after printing.  We strongly 
suggest that you double check any information with individual 
church websites, Facebook pages and other channels of communi-
cation.  Contact details for all of our local churches are available  
on the inside front page of this issue. 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS - Judith Bennett 

August and September have been months of change for the Catholic community here.  On 

Saturday 28th August we gathered in the school field beside Our Lady’s Church at Marn-

hull ( SEE FRONT COVER ) for a Mass of Thanksgiving for the ministry of Father Martin 

Budge, who was leaving the parish after nearly 20 years. Fr Martin had served at the Ca-

thedral in Plymouth as a curate, and then in Camborne, before coming to the parish of 

Our Lady’s Marnhull and St Benedict’s Gillingham in 2002.  He has returned to the Cathe-

dral, where he is certainly not going into complete retirement, and his role will require 

new vestments. The congregation presented him with a cheque towards purchasing these, 

and also a Printer to help as, albeit reluctantly, he moves into the digital age.  After thank-

ing the parishioners for these gifts Fr Martin spoke of his sadness in leaving Marnhull and 

Gillingham, and promised to pray for us all. 

During his time in North Dorset Fr Martin has served this area of over 80 square miles, 3 

towns and 19 villages, for some of that period also serving as Rural Dean for Dorset, with 

devotion and reverence, and a deep respect for the liturgy.  He has overseen the appoint-

ment of two deacons, worked with the parish school, instituting a children’s Mass for 

them.  He had a special rapport with the sick and elderly, visiting them and taking the Sac-

rament. Worshippers from overseas’ communities were all made welcome, and he also 

established relationships in the community both church and secular. During lockdown he 

said Mass daily, and even though his flock could not be with him, they knew they were in 

his prayers.   

Fr Martin lived simply and unostentatiously in the Presbytery at Marnhull.  He looked after 

himself, cooking,  making his own bread.  A prayerful man, he read deeply.  A great source 

of relaxation and refreshment was walking in the Dorset countryside which he loved.  He 

also had a delightful self-deprecating sense of humour. He will be much missed. After the 

presentation there was a buffet lunch and entertainment.  A very happy family party. 

Most of our news is in the lead article, but I am happy to add that Fr Francis Straw OSB 

from Buckfast Abbey is now installed at the Presbytery in Old Mill Lane and is looking for-

ward to meeting the people of his new parish. Although much of his priestly life has been 

within the monastic community at Buckfast he has already served in several other parishes 

of the diocese.    

His arrival has coincided with some relaxation of lockdown restrictions.  We are now 

receiving Holy Communion at the Altar again, although not yet the Chalice, and the hymn 

books have come out of purdah so that we can sing the Mass and some hymns. 

Happily there is now some relief, and although things are not yet quite ‘back to normal’ 

the thanksgiving Mass was able to go ahead without too many restrictions.   
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STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP is pleased to have returned to a full 

programme of Sunday morning worship that includes open worship, prayer and the minis-

try of the word of God.  
 

Our much blessed series of informal weekly Tuesday morning café church get-togethers 

continues with a different focus for each week of the month: 

 Firstly: Prayer and Share 

 Secondly:  Talking through Scripture – currently the ‘Beatitudes’ 

 Thirdly: Praise and Prayer 

 Fourthly:   Bible Study – currently Colossians  
 

We have recommenced our Parkinson's’ Coffee Mornings on the first Thursday of each 

month.  (Please liaise with Vera about travel and any other necessary arrangements).  

All our meetings begin at 10.am with refreshments and a short introductory time of fel-

lowship and then run for around an hour and a half. We remain Covid-aware with face-

covering at the discretion of individual worshippers and guests. As ever, visitors are very 

welcome. 

“ … how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 

her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.” 

Matthew 23 v37 

October’s verse is one of those in which we are given a precious glimpse in to the true 

heart of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In His final discourse to His disciples (and so 

to us), shortly before the end of His earthly ministry, He prepared His disciples to face 

the consistent ‘undercurrent’ of hostility to His kingdom message of good news: also, not 

to be fooled by the fickleness of the crowds, who had welcomed Him on His way into 

Jerusalem for the last time. These are issues that God’s people have had to face ever 

since!  

In this ‘fallen’ world, may the Holy Spirit help each one of us ‘root out’ the sins our Lord 

highlighted in His final discourse, and not hide them under a ‘cloak’ of religiosity. May we 

always ‘practise what we preach’ (Matthew 23 v3). May we look at ourselves before telling 

others what they should be doing (v4). Let us ‘minister’ to others without trying to 

‘manage’ them (v5/10) - because any tendency to hypocrisy reduces our sensitivity to real 

need and injustice around us (v14/35). The Lord blesses those who serve in humility 

(v11/12). 

If, as had been the case with Moses (Deut. 32 v1/43), God’s people are helped by the last 

words of His true servants, how much more must this be true of the last words of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! Despite our sadness at the godlessness we see around us, may we re-

flect the true heart of our Saviour, as we witness His truth to the unbelieving among fami-

ly and friends, and to ‘the world’, and do that with His grace and love. 

Please direct enquiries to Vera Peevor (07919 338105) or Chris Dunton (07967 125199). 
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 3 October          11am     Holy Communion for Harvest, St Mary’s 

 10 October        10.30am   Harvest Festival, St Peter’s 

                    Harvest lunch in the Tithe Barn 

   11am      Harvest Festival, St Thomas’ 

       Harvest lunch and Sale of Produce in the Village Hall 

 31 October  11am         Benefice Holy Communion for All Saints, St Mary’s 

 14 November    10.15am    Act of Remembrance, St Mary’s 

   10.45am   Act of Remembrance, St Peter’s 

   10.45am   Act of Remembrance, St Thomas’ 

 28 November     6pm          Advent Carol Service, St Mary’s 

Special Sunday Services 

for October and November 
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Bournemouth Sinfonietta Choir 
Saturday 16th October 2021  
at 6.30pm 
FAURE’s REQUIEM  

Parish Church of St Mary 
Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DG 

Organ - Graham Scott 
Tickets £10, £2 under 18. 

Available online from www.bschoir.org.uk 
BSC Box Office 01722 710511 or at the door. 

An early evening concert of about an hour without an interval to 
 celebrate the return of singing after a long enforced silence.  
The central work is one of the best loved choral works in the  

repertoire: Fauré's Requiem. 
www.bschoir.org.uk 
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News from Sturminster Newton Library  

  

Over 120 local children participated in the 

Summer Reading Challenge, with completers 

receiving medals and certificates.  

Our children’s art competition had lots of 

brilliant entries, with winners receiving  

fantastic prizes donated by the Friends of the 

Library.  
 

We are slowly working towards safely  

re-introducing activities and events and hope 

to have more news soon. We now have 

three bookable public computers available.   
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated books over the Summer. Books in good 

condition, less than five years old are always welcome. Thank you to the Friends 

for providing plastic covering to make them last longer and Library Assistant  

Rosanna for covering them all!  
 

The Friends are great supporters of everything we do and are currently looking 

for volunteers. If you are interested please contact them    

   at friendsofsturlibrary@hotmail.co.uk   
 

Our other wonderful supporters, the RVS, offer a home delivery service for  

readers who can’t get to our Library. If you would like to volunteer or know  

anyone who would benefit from this service, please contact Carey Pearce, Local 

Volunteer Co-ordinator - 01305 236 666 or  

    carey.pearce@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk   

 

 

Petra (Interim Manager)  

 

Library contact details: 

Telephone: 01258 472669  

Email: sturminsternewtonlibrary@dorsetcouncil.org.uk 

Facebook Group: Sturminster Newton Library 

 

Dorset library service:  

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/libraries   

   

 

mailto:friendsofsturlibrary@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:carey.pearce@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
mailto:sturminsternewtonlibrary@dorsetcouncil.org.uk
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/libraries
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Sturminster Newton Methodist Church 

Sunday Worship at the church  

We are pleased to say that we are returning to our church building for services! 

You are most welcome to join us on Sundays at 10.30am:- 

10th October.   24th October.   31st October.   28th November. 

NO Service on 14th November.    Remembrance at St Mary’s. 

Zoom Church.   

For those who are not able to visit us, we offer various services and activities online.  

Please contact Reverend Denise Binks 

denise.binks@gmail.com 01747 854631 for Meeting IDs and Passwords. 

Sunday Evening Worship       5.30pm for 6pm  

Mondays - The Big Church Read (Bouncing Forwards)    2.15 for 2.30pm  

Tuesdays - Notorious (Small Group Study)        2.15pm for 2.30pm  

Wednesdays – Notorious (Small Group Study)    7.15pm for 7.30pm 

Thursday Prayer Meeting       10.30am 

 

For Room Lettings - Contact  01258 473214 or lydrose1966@gmail.com for details.  

 

 

The Big Church Read 

thebigchurchread.co.uk Bouncing Forwards 

(Patrick Regan)  

Mondays @ 2.30pm  

1 – 10 weeks from 13th September (Your choice!)  

mailto:denise.binks@gmail.com
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DEADLINE DIANA    

The DEADLINE for the DECEMBER 2021 / JANUARY 2022  issue is  

10am MONDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2021.   

Any copy received after this time will NOT be published. Earlier submissions are always 

welcomed please, and very much appreciated.  Thank you. 

See page 6 for details of the front cover. 

 

 

Editor - Voice of the Churches 

Diana J Lewis. Pentridge, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DJ 

01258 472704 (Answerphone)    pentridge@btinternet.com 

Distribution -  Michael Pearce - 01258 475462   

  pearce978@btinternet.com 

 

PLEASE  NOTE  : 

Unfortunately,  due to the absence of a key  

member of the ‘Voice of the Churches’ team throughout  

October,  it will not be possible to  

produce an issue for November.   

Rest assured that we will be back with a bumper issue in  

December!  

See below for the Deadline!  
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Church Services 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

The Rev’d Philippa Sargent  01258 473905.  philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

Benefice Services 

 Every Wednesday   Compline updated on the St Mary’s website 

 Every Sunday   Morning Prayer updated on the St Mary’s website 

 5th Sunday                       Benefice Holy Communion – venue and times vary 

 

ST MARY’S,  Sturminster Newton 

 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 5pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 10am  BCP Holy Communion 

 1st Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. PETER, Hinton St. Mary 

 1st Sunday   9.30am  BCP Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   9.30am  Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. THOMAS à BECKET, Lydlinch 

 1st Sunday   No service 

 2nd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 3rd Sunday   6.30pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 4th Sunday   11am  Holy Communion  

 

METHODIST CHURCH, Church Street, SN. DT10 1DB          

METHODIST CHURCH, Broad Oak    

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, The Row, SN 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY, Marnhull 

 Sunday 9.30am and Thursday 9.30am 

  St Benedict’s Church,  Gillingham  - Sunday 11am and Wednesday 10am 

 

 

  

Please consult the websites for up-to-date information 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com

